
Direct Effect & Priority Impact
Technical Assistant Webinar 

September 12, 2024

Applying for a Reeve Foundation Quality of Life Grant:



• Introduction to the Reeve Foundation National 
Paralysis Resource Center and Quality of Life 
Grants Program (QOL)

• Application Process
• Direct Effect Grants Application
• Priority Impact Grants Application  
• Review Process/Grant Selection
• Award Notification

Webinar Overview 



The Christopher & Dana Reeve Foundation is paralysis-focused, and 
as such, our grant funding must be targeted to projects that will 
serve individuals living with paralysis, their families, and 
caregivers.

The Reeve Foundation uses a functional definition of paralysis: difficulty 
and/or inability to use arms and/or legs due to neurological conditions 
including (but not limited to) spinal cord injury, traumatic brain injury, 
stroke, cerebral palsy, spina bifida, ALS, post-polio syndrome, etc. 

Introduction to the Reeve Foundation
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In 2002, the National Paralysis Resource Center opened its doors to promote the health, 

independence, and well-being of individuals living with paralysis by providing 

comprehensive resources, education, and referral services.

Information Specialists
Provide individualized 
support and guidance to 
people living with paralysis, 
as well as their families and 
caregivers.

Peer & Family Support Program
Offers peer-to-peer support to help 
families impacted by paralysis 
navigate the short-term realities and 
long-term challenges.

Quality Of Life Grants Program
Awards financial support to 
nonprofit organizations that mirror 
the Reeve Foundation’s mission 
to improve quality of life. 

Military & Veterans Program            
Supports the unique needs of 
service men and women 
regardless of when they served 
or how they were injured.

National Paralysis Resource Center
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Today’s Care. Tomorrow’s Cure.®

Information Specialists
124,000+ families have received one-on-one 

assistance in 170 languages

Reeve Summit: 
Where Care, Cure, and Community Connect

Annual summit with a spectrum of care and 
cure topics designed for the community and 

professionals

Global Leader in Spinal Cord Research 
$140 million has been awarded to 
researchers around the globe to speed the 
development of treatments and therapies for 
spinal cord injury

1st call made when loved one 
is diagnosed with paralysis

Paralysis Resource Guide 
225,000+ copies distributed to the 
Reeve Foundation’s community

Quality of Life Grants
44 million awarded to over 3,880 non-profit 
programs in all 50 states and territories

Peer & Family Support Program
20,000+ people have received support from 
500+ certified peer mentors who are also 
living with paralysis

Virtual Community
3M+ users visit ChristopherReeve.org 

and social media channels annually

Team Reeve®

$7 million has been raised from running 
marathons to hosting local events





Free Materials & Resources 



Created by the late Dana Reeve, strives to empower individuals with disabilities 
and their families by providing grants to nonprofit organizations that improve 
quality of life through inclusion, access, independence, opportunities for 
community engagement, and other life-enhancing endeavors.
Since its inception in 1999 a total of over $44 million to more than 3,800 
projects across the United States of America. Grants have funded nonprofits, 
tribal entities, and municipalities for a wide array of projects, programs, and 
services.

The Quality of Life Grants Program at the Reeve Foundation





Important Dates

Direct Effect (Tier 1) and  Priority Impact (Tier 2 – 4)

• Cycle Opened:  August 30, 2024

• Proposals Due: October 8, 2024

• External Review: October 21 – November 6

• Internal Review: December 5 – December 10

• Grants awarded by the end of December 

• Grant period begins: January 1, 2025



Quality of Life Grants: Direct Effect & Priority Impact 

QOL grant applications are available and are to be 
completed online through the Reeve Foundation online 
grants portal. 

The online application submission deadline is 
October 8th, at 11:59 pm EASTERN TIME

https://www.grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=christopherreeve
https://www.grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=christopherreeve


• New Building Community Capacity Initiative
o Under our new five-year (July 1, 2021-June 30, 2026) cooperative agreement with the 

Administration for Community Living (ACL), we strive to ensure a level playing field and 
opportunities for the numerous organizations that apply for QOL grants that serve people 
living with paralysis. Under this initiative, organizations awarded a grant during the 
July 1, 2021- June 30, 2026, period will not be eligible for a second or subsequent 
award in the same category of grants until after June 30, 2026.

o Grantees awarded during this period may apply for funding under a different tier or 
category of grants within the same tier. All awarded applicants can re-apply for 
funding after one year of the close of your grant and notification of grant closure 
by the Reeve Foundation.

New Eligibility Requirement



Application Tools
• Grant Application and Program Guidelines

• People First Language Guide

• Quick Guide to Establishing Evaluation Indicators 

• Videos and Tutorials 

• All are available on our website at: Reeve.org/qol or scan the QR Code.

http://christopherreeve.org/qol


Tiered Grants Structure for this Cycle

FOR THIS CYCLE - YOU CAN APPLY FOR: 

• Direct Effect 
 Project to be completed in 12 months
 Grants minimum of $5,000 up to $24,999
 Interim Report at 6 months
 Final Report at 12 months



Accessible Beach/Dock/Pier

Accessible Community 
Spaces

Accessible 
Playground/Ballfield

Accessible Trail

Adaptive Sports

Advocacy

Arts

Camp

Caregiving

Consumer Education

Durable Medical Equipment

Education

Employment

Facility Accessibility Modifications

Fitness and Wellness

Healthcare

Media Development

Peer Mentoring and Support

Service Animal Program

Therapeutic Horseback Riding

Transitioning Home

Direct Effect Project Types 



Tiered Grants Structure for this Cycle

FOR THIS CYCLE - YOU CAN APPLY FOR: Priority Impact
Minimum of $25,000
Tier 2 – Grants of up to $30,000. (Grants must be completed within 12 months.)
 Assistive Technology

 Disaster Preparedness

 Respite/Caregiving

 Tier 3 – Grants of up to $40,000. (Grants must be completed within 18 months)
 Racial Equity

 Rural Unserved and Underserved Populations

 Tier 4 – Grants of up to $50,000. (Grants must be completed within 24 months)
 Employment

 Nursing Home Transition



Reeve Foundation online grants portal
(https://www.grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=christopherreeve)
 
QOL@reeve.org

administrator@grantinterface.com

Accessing the Online Grants Portal

https://www.grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=christopherreeve
https://www.grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=christopherreeve
mailto:QOL@reeve.org








• Nonprofit organizations with IRS 501(c)(3) tax status, municipal 
and state governments, school districts, colleges & and 
universities, recognized tribal entities, and other institutions such 
as community health centers or veterans hospitals. 

Eligibility –  WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO APPLY



• The applicant organization is INELIGIBLE if it:
• is a For-Profit organization

• is a Nonprofit organization acting as a Fiscal Sponsor for a for-profit company

• is a Fiscal Sponsor applying on behalf of non-501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations

• does not have its own 501(c)(3) tax determination status or is not part of or chapter of a national organization that is 
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization

• is a 501(c)(4) organization that does not have 501(c)(3) status

• has a CURRENT or OPEN grant with the Reeve Foundation irrespective of grant program/tier that has not met the 
mandatory 12-month waiting requirement to re-apply. Previously awarded grantees may apply for this cycle 
ONLY after one year of the close of the prior grant and notification of grant closure by the Reeve Foundation

• Conducts business or uses vendors outside the United States

 
 

Eligibility –  WHO IS NOT ELIGIBLE TO APPLY



Eligibility Questions
• Please answer the following ELIGIBILITY QUESTIONS. A “Yes” response will indicate that your organization and/or project are not eligible for funding.

• Is your organization or project based outside of the U.S.?*

• Does your project utilize contractors or vendors outside of the U.S.?*

• Will grant funds support Research?*

• Will grant funds support Rehabilitative Therapy?*

• Will grant funds provide equipment or supplies to individuals permanently or as a gift?*

• Does the equipment NOT adhere to the functions of providing access and promoting independence?*

• Will grant funds support the development of prototypes involving intellectual property rights?*
This includes the invention of equipment or other research and development activities.

• Will grant funds support construction of buildings/major construction?*

• Will your project serve less than three individuals with paralysis, their families, or caregivers?*

• Will grant funds support fund raising events or paid fund raiser positions?*

• Will grant funds support lobbying and/or efforts to influence legislation?

• Will grant funds support a project(s) that has already been completed?*

• Will grant funds support food (meals, per diem, board, lunch, beverages, water, alcohol, etc.)?*

• Will grant funds support medical services?*



Funding Restrictions – Not able to 
fund

Funding Restrictions – NOT ABLE TO FUND

Money given to individuals, for example directly to 
a family to pay for respite care, travel 

reimbursement directly to a participant and not a 
company, costs of t-shirts, uniforms

 Research

Rehabilitative Therapy 



Eligibility 



EQUIPMENT 

• Equipment can be funded if it Provides Access and/or Promotes Independence. 
o Providing Access: Adaptive strollers that are used as part of a program, are not given out 

to individuals and remain onsite; a transfer chair at a community pool; a stair lift, an 
examination table, or gynecological examination table in a rural area where no such 
equipment is available in that region, etc.

o Promoting Independence: A scale (Knowing your weight promotes independence. It 
allows people to remain healthy, as being overweight can lead to a myriad of chronic 
health conditions.); Beach wheelchairs and adaptive bikes at a community park or sports 
wheelchairs for a community sports team (these examples could also fit under the area of 
providing access).

• Equipment may be purchased under the Nursing Home Transition grant program. See 
allowable expenses of that program





Funding Restrictions

• The development of prototypes for the invention of equipment 
or other research and developmental activities involving 
intellectual property rights.

• Construction of Buildings/Major Construction



Funding Restrictions
• New Playground Construction

o The construction of new playgrounds is not eligible for funding. We cannot fund 
the installation of a new playground on land where a playground did not 
already exist.

o However, funds may support the modification of older, non-accessible playgrounds 
or parks.

• Requesting funds for the replacement of older, non-accessible playground 
equipment or ground covering are eligible for an existing playground.

• Minor relocations of playgrounds are allowable.









Provide a simple and short summary of the project, which outlines the why (need), what (activities, offerings), and how (Reeve funding support) of 
your project. I suggest keeping it simple as other specific project components, like timeline, goals, impact, etc. are covered under different sections of 
the application. For example, We currently have 20 people with paralysis as registered users of our fitness equipment at no cost. One of our most 
popular equipment X is old and failing. We are the only organization in a 20-mile radius to offer this opportunity. The installation and use of new 
equipment X will allow us to safely provide services to individuals with paralysis. The fitness opportunity benefits both mentally and physically. This 
equipment has had a proven positive impact on the health, fitness, and QoL of our participants with paralysis. Equipment X would be installed at the 
X facility, located at X address. The anticipated date of installation is X. The requested Reeve funding will support the purchase of equipment X.



What impact will the project have on the target population? Their family members/caregivers? 
For example, the free beach access program will have a long-lasting impact on people with paralysis and their caregivers. The program will provide a feeling of inclusion 
and connection with others in a fun and safe environment. The project would create an opportunity for all to make long-lasting memories.

What is it that you want to achieve as a result of this project and what will you be doing to achieve them? 
For example: Increase access to fitness opportunities for people with paralysis by offering X # of free fitness training classes or memberships to our facilities to 
people with paralysis. These classes will be led by certified professionals who will assist participants in achieving their individual goals.







o Disability Counts Data Finder. This online tool lets you view 
and download disability data for every country in the United 
States. The data includes disability rates, types of disability, 
whether the county is classified as rural or urban, and 
population.

o Map Series: Disability in America. This is a set of maps that 
show information about disabilities. The maps show the 
disability rates for every county in the United States. There are 
maps for many topics, including veterans, poverty, and 
employment. There are also maps for different disabilities 
including hearing, seeing, waking, cognitive, self-care, and 
independent living.

o Rural Health Grants Eligibility Analyzer from the Health 
Resources and Services Administration (HRSA).

WHERE TO FIND AREA DATA

https://rtc.ruralinstitute.umt.edu/geography/
https://www.umt.edu/rural-disability-research/focus-areas/disability_maps/national-maps.php
https://data.hrsa.gov/tools/rural-health


You will need to identify the approach to take to achieve expected goals/outcomes. Based on what you expect to achieve through this project, How will 
you measure the benefits of the project?  For example, if your goal is to serve 20 people with paralysis and at least 90% of participants will report 
improved quality of life then your evaluation methods could be: We will use registration forms to track people and solicit end user/participant feedback 
at the end of the class. The survey will be designed to include various targeted questions regarding the benefits of the class and new equipment.

And this is what you would report on your final report:
The fitness class was offered to 20 people with paralysis. Of these 20 participants, 16 individuals completed our participant survey.  15 or 95% of 
surveyed individuals reported a marked improvement in their quality of life.







Allowable ExpensesALLOWABLE EXPENSES
• Wide range of programs and services
• Programmatic personnel, consultants, and contracted workers
• Entry fees
• Transportation costs
• Facility rental 
• Travel reimbursement
• Travel (up to):

– Airfare $500
– Train $275
– Hotel $225 per night
– Mileage 67 cents per mile

• Equipment (see funding restrictions) 
• Supplies, etc.



Allowable Expenses

ALLOWABLE EXPENSES

Administrative or Indirect Costs – A de minimis 
indirect cost rate of no more than 15% is allowable. 
However, if your organization has a Negotiated 
Federal Indirect Cost Rate Agreement ( or NICRA) 
you may include indirect costs at the federally 
negotiated rate. Please note that a copy of your 
current NICRA will be required if your application is 
approved for funding.



Programmatic expenses directly related to serving 
individuals with paralysis and their families are 
considered more favorable than operational 
expenses and/or large capital projects. 



Proposed Project Budget Template 





Christopher & Dana Reeve Foundation Quality of Life Grants Program 

Budget Narrative Requirements 
Name of Organization: 
Name of Project: 
Amount Requested:
Total Project Budget: 

The budget narrative must include a description and justification of 
each budget category and line item presented in your proposed 
budget. All expenses listed on the budget template should clearly 
match the items listed in this narrative.







This part should list who you are, what you do, and how you do it. The reason 
your organization is in place.



UNIQUE ENTITY ID

Organizations requesting $25,000 or more MUST provide a valid SAM.gov-
issued Unique Entity ID. If awarded you have to submit the most recent 990 
for the organization.

If you already have a SAM.gov-issued Unique Entity ID, you will need to include 
it below under the Organizational Information section. If you do not have one, we 
urge you to apply immediately as the SAM.gov processing time is very 
lengthy – see instructions below under the Organizational Information 
section.









Award Notification

• All applicants will be notified by email.
• Upon notice of the award, grantees must 

indicate intent to accept the grant and 
sign and return a grant award 
agreement.

• Grant checks are issued upon receipt of 
the signed grant award agreement.

Notification and 
Awarding of Funds

• We will provide tools to help you 
spread the word about your Reeve 
Foundation Quality of Life granted 
project, including a guide to publicizing 
the award and a press release  
template. 

• We regularly feature Quality of Life 
grantees in social media, on the 
website, and in newsletters and other 
publications, so we can call on you to 
provide stories and photographs that 
we can share with our community!

Publicizing the 
Grant

In addition, we encourage you to 
utilize all the free resources provided 
by the Reeve Foundation National 
Paralysis Resource Center (NPRC), 
and to link the NPRC as a resource 
on your website. 

Follow the @reevefoundation on 
Social Media!



Grantee Requirements - Report Schedule

Direct Effect 
(12-month grants)

Interim at 6 months

Final at 13 months

Priority
(depending on the Tier) 

Update/Check-in at 6 
months

Interim at 12 months

Update/Check-in at 18 
months

Final at 25 months

Grantees must submit progress 
reports to the Reeve 

Foundation

• An interim report will let us know whether 
the project is proceeding as planned, and if 
not, what we can do to help get it back on 
track.

• A final report will be due one month after 
the close of the grant period and will detail 
the project’s progress, challenges, how 
those challenges were addressed, the 
project’s impact, and final grant 
expenditures.



In adherence with the requirements of the Office of Management and Budget, we are unable to comment on 
denied applications or provide programmatic direction to organizations applying for Quality of Life grants, as 
giving feedback/direction would be providing an unfair advantage over other applicants. Our statement of 
objectivity regarding grant decisions is available on our website.

Feedback



Thank You
Maria Fonseca

Grants Associate, Quality of Life Grants Program
Mfonseca@Reeve.org

QOL@Reeve.org

@reevefoundation

mailto:Mfonseca@Reeve.org
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